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The Commonwealth of Australia is a country
in the southern hemisphere comprising the
mainland of the world's smallest continent, the
major island of Tasmania, and a number of
other islands in the Indian and Pacific
Oceans.N* The neighbouring countries are
Indonesia, East Timor, and Papua New Guinea
to the north, the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, and
New Caledonia to the north-east, and New
Zealand to the south-east.

The Australian mainland has been inhabited for
more than 42,000 years by Indigenous

Australians.[? After sporadic visits by
fishermen from the north and then European

discovery by Dutch explorers in 1606,13] the
eastern half of Australia was later claimed by
the British in 1770 and initially settled through
penal transportation as part of the colony of
New South Wales, commencing on 26 January
1788. As the population grew and new areas
were explored, another five largely self-
governing Crown Colonies were established
during the 19th century.

On 1 January 1901, the six colonies became a
federation, and the Commonwealth of Australia
was formed. Since federation, Australia has
maintained a stable liberal democratic political
system and remains a Commonwealth realm.
The capital city is Canberra, located in the
Australian Capital Territory (ACT). The
population is just over 21 million, with
approximately 60% of the population
concentrated in and around the mainland state
capitals of Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth,
and Adelaide.
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Capital Canberra
35°18'S, 149°08'E
Largest city Sydney
Official languages English (de facto N2y
Demonym Australian
Government Parliamentary democracy and
constitutional monarchy
-Monarch Queen Elizabeth I1
-Governor-General ~ Michael Jeffery
-Prime Minister Kevin Rudd
Independence from the United Kingdom
-Constitution 1 January 1901
-Statute of 11 December 1931 (adopted
Westminster 9 September 1939)
-Australia Act 3 March 1986
Area
-Total 7,741,220 km? (6th)
2,988,888 sq mi
-Water (%) 1
Population

-2008 estimate

-2006 census

21,200,0001 (53rd)

19,855,288
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Etymology

Artists rendition of Port
Jackson, the site where
Sydney was established,
viewed from the South Head.
(From A Voyage to Terra
Australis.)

The name
"Australia” is
derived from
the Latin
Australis,
meaning
"Southern".
Legends of an
"unknown
land of the
south" (terra
australis
incognita)
date back to

Roman times and were commonplace in
medieval geography, but were not based on any actual knowledge of the continent. The first use of
the word "Australia" in English was in 1625—the words "A note of Australia del Espiritu Santo,
written by Master Hakluyt", published by Samuel Purchas in Hakluytus Posthumus.*! The Dutch
adjectival form Australische was used by Dutch officials in Batavia to refer to the newly discovered
land to the south in 1638. "Australia" was used in a 1693 translation of Les Aventures de Jacques
Sadeur dans la Découverte et le Voyage de la Terre Australe, a 1692 French novel by Gabriel de

-Density 2.6/km?2 (224th)
6.7/sq mi

GDP (PPP) 2007 estimate

-Total US$718.4 billion
(IMF) (17th)

-Per capita US$34,359 (IMF) (14th)
GDP (nominal) 2007 estimate

-Total US$889.7 billion (AU $1.1

trillion) (15th)

-Per capita US$42,553 (DFAT) (16th)
HDI (2007) 0.962 (high) (3rd)
Currency Australian dollar (AUD)
Time zone various™? (UTC+8 to +10.5)

-Summer (DST) various™? (UTC+9 to +11.5)
Internet TLD .au
Calling code +61

Foigny under the pen name Jacques Sadeur.’! Alexander Dalrymple then used it in An Historical
Collection of Voyages and Discoveries in the South Pacific Ocean (1771), to refer to the entire South

Pacific region. In 1793, George Shaw and Sir James Smith published Zoology and Botany of New
Holland, in which they wrote of "the vast island, or rather continent, of Australia, Australasia or New

Holland."

The name "Australia" was popularised by the 1814 work A Voyage to Terra Australis by the
navigator Matthew Flinders, the first recorded person to circumnavigate Australia. Though its title
reflected the British Admiralty's usage, Flinders used the word "Australia" in his book, and as it was
widely read it gave the term general currency. Governor Lachlan Macquarie of New South Wales
subsequently used the word in his dispatches to England, and on 12 December 1817 recommended to

the Colonial Office that it be officially adopted.[] In 1824, the Admiralty agreed that the continent
should be known officially as "Australia".

The word "Australia" in Australian English is pronounced /3'stu1ljs, -li 1 9, —ja/.

History

The first human habitation of Australia is estimated to have occurred between 42,000 and 48,000

years ago.m These first Australians were possibly the ancestors of the current Indigenous
Australians; they may have arrived via land bridges and short sea-crossings from present-day South-
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Territory) was formed from a part of New South Wales in 1911 to
provide a location for the proposed new federal capital of Canberra
(Melbourne was the temporary seat of government from 1901 to
1927 while Canberra was being constructed). The Northern Territory
was transferred from the control of the South Australian government
to the Commonwealth in 1911. Australia willingly participated in
World War L.I1>] Many Australians regard the defeat of the
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZACsS) at Gallipoli as
the birth of the nation—its first major military action. The Kokoda
The Last Post is played at an Track Campaign is regarded by many as an analogous nation-

ANZAC Day ceremony in defining event during World War II.
Port Melbourne, Victoria, 25

Aprilllzqgﬁ. Such Clelremonies The Statute of Westminster 1931 formally ended most of the
Sufjrbean C;I:O‘;lvr;uli Zf;f;ﬁ a constitutional links between Australia and the United Kingdom
when Australia adopted it in 1942. The shock of the United
Kingdom's defeat in Asia in 1942 and the threat of Japanese invasion
caused Australia to turn to the United States as a new ally and protector. Since 1951, Australia has
been a formal military ally of the US under the auspices of the ANZUS treaty. After World War II,
Australia encouraged immigration from Europe; since the 1970s and the abolition of the White
Australia policy, immigration from Asia and other non-European parts of the world was also
encouraged. As a result, Australia's demography, culture, and self-image have been radically
transformed. The final constitutional ties between Australia and the UK were severed in 1986 with
the passing of the Australia Act 1986, ending any British role in the government of the Australian

States, and ending judicial appeals to the UK Privy Council.'®) In 1999, Australian voters rejected by

a majority of less than 5% a move to become a republic with a president appointed by Parliament.!!7]
Since the election of the Whitlam Government in 1972, there has been an increasing focus on the

expansion of ties with other Pacific Rim nations.

Politics

The Commonwealth of Australia is a constitutional democracy based
on a federal division of powers. The form of government used in
Australia is a constitutional monarchy with a parliamentary system
of government. Queen Elizabeth II is the Queen of Australia, a role
that is distinct from her position as monarch of the other
Commonwealth realms. The Queen is represented by the Governor-
General at federal level and by the Governors at state level.
Although the Constitution gives extensive executive powers to the

Governor-General, these are normally exercised only on the advice Parliament House in Canberra
of the Prime Minister. The most notable exercise of the Governor- was opened in 1988 replacing
General's reserve powers outside the Prime Minister's direction was the provisional Parliament

the dismissal of the Whitlam Government in the constitutional crisis ouse bmggg opened in

of 1975.1181

There are three branches of government:

» The legislature: the Commonwealth Parliament, comprising the Queen, the Senate, and the
House of Representatives; the Queen is represented by the Governor-General, who by
convention acts on the advice of his Ministers.

= The executive: the Federal Executive Council (the Governor-General as advised by the
Executive Councillors); in practice, the councillors are the Prime Minister and Ministers of
State.



s The judiciary: the High Court of Australia and other federal courts. Appeals from Australian
courts to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in the United Kingdom ceased when the
Australia Act was passed in 1986.

The bicameral Commonwealth Parliament consists of the Queen, the Senate (the upper house) of 76
senators, and a House of Representatives (the lower house) of 150 members. Members of the lower
house are elected from single-member constituencies, commonly known as "electorates" or "seats".
Seats in the House of Representatives are allocated to states on the basis of population, with each
original state guaranteed a minimum of five seats. In the Senate, each state is represented by 12
senators, and each of the territories (the ACT and the NT) by two. Elections for both chambers are
held every three years; senators have overlapping six-year terms, and only half of the seats are put to
each election unless the cycle is interrupted by a double dissolution. The party with majority support
in the House of Representatives forms government, and its leader becomes Prime Minister.

There are two major political groups that form government: the Australian Labor Party, and the
Coalition which is a grouping of two parties: the Liberal Party, and its minor partner, the National
Party. Independent members and several minor parties—including the Greens and the Australian
Democrats—have achieved representation in Australian parliaments, mostly in upper houses. Since 3
December 2007, shortly after the 2007 election, the Labor Party led by the Prime Minister Kevin
Rudd has been in power in Canberra, and the party is now in power in every parliament in the
country. In the 2004 election, the previous governing Coalition led by John Howard won control of
the Senate—the first time in more than 20 years that a party (or a coalition) has done so while in
government. Voting is compulsory for all enrolled citizens 18 years and over, in each state and
territory and at the federal level. Enrolment to vote is compulsory in all jurisdictions except South

Australia.[19]

States and territories

Australia has six states, two major mainland
territories, and other minor territories. The
states are New South Wales, Queensland,
South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, and
Western Australia. The two major mainland
territories are the Northern Territory and the
Australian Capital Territory. In most respects,
the territories function like the states, but the
Commonwealth Parliament can override any
legislation of their parliaments. By contrast,

federal legislation only overrides state ( 4 k4
legislation in certain areas that are set out in | X | ( WWW%{%?&%%
Section 51 of the Constitution; state . . /

parliaments retain all residual legislative
powers, including powers over hospitals,
education, police, the judiciary, roads, public
transport, and local government.
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Each state and territory has its own e i L ﬁmm
legislature: unicameral in the Northern f
Territory, the ACT, and Queensland, and Australian States and Territories

bicameral in the remaining states. The lower
house is known as the Legislative Assembly (House of Assembly in South Australia and Tasmania)
and the upper house is known as the Legislative Council. The head of the government in each state is
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ANU Profile

The Australian National University is unique among its
contemporaries as the only Australian university established by an
Act of Federal Parliament, in 1946. It is also one of Australia’s most
research-intensive universities, with a high ratio of academic staff
to students.

The University campus has over 200 buildings and occupies 145
hectares adjacent to the city centre of Canberra.

The University also has smaller campuses:

e Mt Stromlo Observatory (west of Canberra)

e Siding Spring Observatory (near Coonabarabran, western
New South Wales (NSW))

e North Australia Research Unit (Darwin, Northern Territory)

e Kioloa (coastal campus near Bawley Point, on the NSW South
Coast)

Some interesting facts and figures about our unique
University:

A recent independent of the University found it
ranked among the world’s best research universities, with 77 per
cent of external assessors ranking ANU as one of the top 50
universities in their field in the world — including 44 per cent who
rated ANU in the world’s top 25 universities.

The Shanghai Jiao Tong University Institute of Higher Education’s
Academic Ranking of World Universities has ranked ANU ahead of
every other university in the Southern Hemisphere two years in a
row.

ISIHighlyCited, a ranking of researchers who have made
fundamental contributions to their disciplines in the last 20 years,
identifies 21 ANU researchers among the 50 Australians at the top
of their field.

ANU has more Federation Fellows - lucrative fellowships awarded
by the Australian Research Council — than any other Australian
university.

ANU has more members of the Royal Society - the world’s oldest
scientific academy - on staff than any other Australian university.

The University has 13,487 students, representing 94 countries.
ANU has around 3,600 staff.

There are more than two million volumes - and one of the largest
collections on the Asia-Pacific outside of the region - in the
University’s libraries.

A “green” campus, ANU has more than 10,000 trees within its
grounds. In 2003 the University was awarded the Silver
Greenhouse Challenge Award at the annual Australian Engineering
Excellence Awards, placing it second of 800 signatories.

The oldest building on campus is Old Canberra House, built in 1913.
It currently houses the Humanities Research Centre and Centre for
Cross Cultural Research, but was once home to the British High
Commission.



Summer research scholar program

research project. Take advantage of the chance to work
with some of the world’s leading engineers and computer
] scientists at ANU and and you will also receive:

e Full board at from November
until February

e A weekly tax-free allowance of $135
e Return travel to Canberra

Closing date for applications: 31 August

How to apply

Offer is open to Undergraduate and Honours students who
are currently enrolled at a university in Australia or New
Zealand. Under some circumstances, other students who
have been accepted into an ANU higher degree starting
the following year, may be eligible to apply.

Professor Bob Williamson, Chair of the College Research Committee
says: "The summer scholar program is an ideal opportunity for you to
try your hand at research if you are thinking of possibly studying for a
PhD. There are two key decisions you need to make - your choice of
supervisor, and the project. The projects are grouped and described
within our research themes below.

"You should do your homework on your supervisor - look up their
home page; look up the papers they have written and the impact
they have had ( ). Think about your supervisor as a
mentor, not only for their academic credentials, but also for what
they can bring to you in terms of life skills and their other interests.
You can learn a lot from a homepage!

"If you are in to 'do-it-yourself' and have an idea for a research
project, then you can create your own. You will need to be
knowledgeable and creative, and capable of independent thought -
all the attributes that make good researchers - to convince us that
your project is worth pursuing. Again, do your homework first; check
out the researcher as your potential supervisor by looking up their
home page and discovering their research interests before preparing
your one page proposal. And make sure you present a high-quality,
well written proposal. A summer scholarship with one of our world
class researchers will be of enormous value to you in a future
research career.

"Whether you choose an exisiting project, or create your own, I wish
you the best of luck!"

Choose Your Own Project
Can't find what you are looking for? Then search our





















